
Prayer Call Alert - July 4, 2014 

"Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem: May they prosper who love you."  Psalms 122:6 

 Palestinian Bible Society 

 

 

 

 

In Shuafat/Beit Hanina, just down the street and around the corner from our previous office, 

severe fighting has broken out and is ongoing as never before.  Never in the last 10 years has 

the situation in Jerusalem been so severe or so tense between Jews and Arabs.  Our staff 

families have been on the alert for the last 3 days, protecting their children and staying put 

inside their homes except for office hours.  Even though our new office is a few blocks away 

from the fighting, roads around us have been closed for the last 3 days.  Tensions are very 

high and it feels like things are just waiting to explode even more.  Many fear that this could 

develop into the beginning of a third "Intifada" (Palestinian uprising).   

 

 

 

Riots began Wednesday morning when a teen from Shuafat was kidnapped and murdered, in 

what seemed to be a revenge attack for the murder of 3 kidnapped Israeli teenagers nearby  



Hebron, discovered Monday morning.  Random mob fights have broken out during the last few 

days at public shopping areas, like the Jerusalem mall food court, and downtown Jaffa street at 

the train stops.  Both antagonistic demonstrations and peaceful demonstrations have also been 

erupting around the city. 

 

It happens that not only is today the funeral of the young Arab teenage boy, but it is also the 

first Friday of Ramadan.  This means that tensions could possibly be double what they 

normally are on a day like today. We are expecting trouble to break out all over the city.  Police 

and IDF soldiers are everywhere. 

 

Nevertheless, as the spirit of anger and revenge grow, we declare that we believe: 

Both Palestinians and Israelis need to commit to a language rooted in love not hate, 

in courage not fear, in appreciation of the other not dehumanizing others, and in 

forgiveness not revenge. We need to forgive each other for al l the atrocities that we 

committed against each other. We need to spread the prayers of forgiveness and 

love in all the religious institutions. Perhaps, then we wil l be able to move forward 

and create a better future. Perhaps then we can even have a better dream in which 

both Palestinians and Israelis empower each other!  (Rev. Dr . Yohanna Katanacho).  

During our time of prayer, which we do every morning during the month of Ramadan, we 

prayed for the four mothers of the murdered teens.  We combined our voices with the uncle of 

one of the deceased saying, "There is no difference between (Arab) blood and (Jewish) blood. 

Murder is murder."   

And so, in memory of their four souls, we give you four candles of prayer.  Four cries calling 

out to us to pray.   

  



Four Candles of Prayer: 

 

                                                                                                               

Pray that bloodshed will end, and that the FIGHTING WILL STOP in 

Jerusalem.  Pray that a new Intifada will not be awakened.  Pray that 

bombing on Gaza and from Gaza will also stop as many are being killed.  

Pray against the spirit of revenge, anger, hatred and violence. 

 

                                                                                                               

Pray that we might be different from the darkness that is spreading around 

us.  Pray that we will stay true to the message of the Gospel.  Pray that we 

will be salt and light to the people around us at this time. Pray that God 

might use US AS PEACE MAKERS. 

 

                                                                                                               

Pray for PROTECTION for our staff and their families.  Pray for protection for 

PBS properties.  Pray for protection for all who enter our centers and for all 

the people we minister to. Pray that fear will not control our actions and 

behavior.  Pray that God peace that passes all understanding will rest in our 

hearts wherever we go, and whatever we do.  

 

                                                                                                               

Pray for our MUSLIM BROTHERS DURING THIS MONTH OF RAMADAN.  Pray 

that their fasting will lead them to seek God.  Pray that those who seek the 

Lord with all their hearts this month, will truly find him. 

   

 

 

Pray for the peace of this Land.     

 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.    

  Pray for peace between Jew and Arab.   

   Pray for peace to reign in hearts of  men.   

 


